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There Is a letter from him to his brother Charles, in which he says : ' I took my seat in chapel, and dined with a large party in the Common-Koom. I sat next to Keble, and, as I had heard him represented, he is more like an undergraduate than the first man in Oxford ; so perfectly unassuming and unaffected in his manner.'
And, lastly, he says in a letter to his Father : ' I am absolutely a member of the Common-Room ; am called by them " Newman," and am abashed, and find I must soon learn to call them "Keble," "Hawkins," " Tyler." '
So ends the eventful clay.
As to Mr. Newman, he ever felt this twelfth of April, 1822, to be the turning-point of his life, and of all days most memorable. It raised him from obscurity and need, to competency and reputation. He never wished anything better or higher than, in the words of the epitaph, ' to live and die a Fellow of Oriel.3 Henceforth, his way was clear before him ; and he was constant all through his life, as his intimate friends know, in his thankful remembrance year after year of this great mercy of Divine providence. "Nor was it in its secular aspect only that it was so unique an event in his history ; it opened upon him a theological career, placing him upon the high and broad platform of University society and intelligence, and bringing him across those various influences, personal and intellectual, and the teaching of those various schools of ecclesiastical thought, whereby the religious sentiment in his mind, which had been his blessing from the time he left school, was gradually developed and formed and brought on to its legitimate issues.
This narrative of his attempt and its success will be most suitably closed by the judgment on his examination, as given by the very man to whom, more than to anyone, the Oriel examinations owed their form and colour, and who specially on that account had to meet the stress of those Northern criticisms which, in their most concentrated and least defensible shape, have been exhibited above. 'That defect/ says Bishop Copleston, speaking of the qualifications of a Fellow, in a letter to Dr. Hawkins under date of May 2, 1843, 'which I always saw and lamented in examiners, and in *KimC             J^ijit *jM|.».»||»u.M »«|  jmy     vtfs.'U*
